Minimally invasive removal of infected pacemaker lead.
A 37-year-old woman with sick sinus syndrome suffered complications with recurring local infection at the generator pocket. Repeated debridement and antibiotic therapy was ineffective. Several attempts to remove leads via the implantation vein by direct traction were unsuccessful. We operated using cardiopulmonary bypass and applied a minimally invasive lower ministernotomy to obtain pleasing cosmetic results. After a right atriotomy, leads were removed. The minimally invasive approach gave satisfactory results, especially cosmetically.